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PLANNING WORKING GROUP

MINUTES of the Meeting held at the site listed below on Thursday, 5 September 
2019 from 10.05am  - 10.37am.

PRESENT:  Councillors Cameron Beart, Monique Bonney, Tim Gibson (Chairman), 
James Hall, James Hunt, Carole Jackson, Elliott Jayes, Peter Marchington, Paul 
Stephen and Tony Winckless.

ALSO PRESENT:  Councillors Alan Horton and Richard Palmer.

OFFICERS PRESENT:   Rob Bailey, Ross McCardle and Jo Millard.

APOLOGIES: Councillors Roger Clark, Simon Clark, Benjamin Martin, 
David Simmons, Eddie Thomas and Tim Valentine.

196 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No interests were declared.

197 ORCHARD VIEW, OTTERHAM QUAY LANE, UPCHURCH 

The Chairman welcomed Members, the applicant and members of the public to the 
meeting.

The Senior Planner introduced the application which sought to vary condition (2) of 
planning permission SW/13/0706 to allow a total of four residential mobile homes 
and four touring caravans on the site.  He explained that the application site was an 
existing authorised gypsy site measuring approximately 92m deep by 15m wide, 
and that the proposed front unit would be set back 22m from the access gate.  

The Senior Planner advised that there had been 7 letters of objection from local 
residents and one from Upchurch Parish Council, and their comments were outlined 
in the report.  He added that Kent County Council Highways and Transportation had 
raised no highway safety issues.

Gary Rosewell, Upchurch Parish Council, raised safety concerns and described a 
fire on the site at which a fire engine had been unable to access the site due to 
caravans being positioned too closely together.  He also raised concern that there 
were already regularly more caravans on site than the current permission allowed.

Local residents raised other objections including:

 Disruption to and affect on trade at the adjoining public house;
 food and other detritus discarded over boundary fence;
 loose dogs on the site and running in the road; 
 lack of space within the site for parking;
 travellers trespassing into public house to use toilet facilities;
 lack of social cohesion due to frequent change in residents on site; and
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 anti-social behaviour issues.

In response, the applicant said that residents of the site had their own bins to 
dispose of rubbish, there were toilet facilities in the caravans and he disputed that 
there were loose dogs or a breach of the number of caravans allowed on the site.  
He added that travellers had tried to integrate by using the public house and his son 
played football for the village team.

A Ward Member sought clarification on the gypsy status of residents at the site.  
The Senior Planner explained that officers had long-term experience of the family 
and advised that the Agent had provided a statement of evidence which could be 
circulated to Members. 

In response to another Ward Member, the landlord of the public house clarified that 
travellers were not banned from the public house, but any visitor that was disruptive 
would be excluded.

Members viewed the application site with officers.

Chairman

Copies of this document are available on the Council website 
http://www.swale.gov.uk/dso/. If you would like hard copies or alternative versions 
(i.e. large print, audio, different language) we will do our best to accommodate your 
request please contact Swale Borough Council at Swale House, East Street, 
Sittingbourne, Kent, ME10 3HT or telephone the Customer Service Centre 01795 
417850.

All Minutes are draft until agreed at the next meeting of the Committee/Panel


